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Appendix 2  - Mildenhall Parish Council Code of Conduct –Registers of 
Interest 
 

1. Registers of Interest 
 

1.1 Your registration of personal interests should be guided by your duty to act in 
conformity with the Principles of Public Life. 

 

1.2 The rules on registering and declaring interests are intended to promote openness 
and transparency to give the public confidence that councillors are putting the 
public interest first and are not benefiting their own financial affairs from being a 
councillor. 

 
1.3 You should consider your obligations in respect of registering and declaring 

interests within this context. As a general rule, if you are in any doubt about your 
situation you should register or declare an interest. This provides openness and 
transparency, protects the public interest, the local authority’s decision and your 
own position. 

 
1.4 Your register of interests is a public document available on the Council’s website 

and should contain sufficient details to ensure that the nature of your interest is 
clear to members of the public. In the case of an interest in land this should include 
a sufficient description of the land to enable it to be identified. 

 
1.5 Within 28 days of becoming a Councillor or your re-election or re-appointment to 

office you must register with the Clerk the interests which fall within the categories 
set out in Table 1 (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) which are as described in 
“The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012”. 
You should also register details of your other personal interests which fall within the 
categories set out in Table 2 (Other Registerable Interests). 

 
1.6 “Disclosable Pecuniary Interest” means an interest of yourself, or of your partner 

if you are aware of your partner's interest, within the descriptions set out in Table 1 
below. 

 
1.7 "Partner" means a spouse or civil partner, or a person with whom you are living as 

husband or wife, or a person with whom you are living as if you are civil partners. 
 

1.8 You must ensure that your register of interests is kept up-to-date and within 28 
days of becoming aware of any new interest, or of any change to a registered 
interest, notify the Clerk. 

 
1.9 A ‘sensitive interest’ is as an interest which, if disclosed, could lead to the 

Councillor, or a person connected with the Councillor, being subject to violence or 
intimidation. 

 
1.10 Where you have a ‘sensitive interest’ you must notify the Clerk with the reasons 

why you believe it is a sensitive interest. If the Clerk and Chair agree they will 
withhold the interest from the public register. 
 

2. Declaration of Interests at meetings 
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2.1 This section sets out actions which must be taken if a matter arises at a meeting 

in which you have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI), Other Registerable 
Interest (ORI), or Non-Registerable Interest (NRI). 

 
2.2 There may be occasions where you have an interest which does not fall into any 

of the categories above, such as if you have previously expressed opinions or 
campaigned on an issue, or being acquainted with persons or groups relevant to 
the matter, without being a close associate. 

 

2.3 You are encouraged to consider whether it is appropriate to declare such an 
interest at a meeting in the interests of openness and transparency. 

 
2.4 If making such a declaration you would not be prevented from remaining in the 

room, participating, or voting, unless you considered it would be appropriate in 
the circumstances in accordance with the principles of conduct in public life. 

 
Disclosure of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest 

2.5 Where a matter arises at a meeting which directly relates to one of your 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests as set out in Table 1, you must disclose 
the interest. 

 
2.6 You must not participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must 

not remain in the room for the entirety of the item unless you have been 
granted a dispensation. 

 
2.7 If it is a ‘sensitive interest’, you do not have to disclose the nature of the 

interest, just that you have an interest. 
 

2.8 Dispensation may be granted in limited circumstances, to enable you to 
participate and vote on a matter in which you have a disclosable pecuniary 
interest. 

 
2.9 Where you have a disclosable pecuniary interest on a matter to be 

considered or is being considered by you as a Cabinet Councillor in exercise 
of your executive 

function, you must notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest and must not take any 
steps or further steps in the matter apart from arranging for someone else to deal 
with it. 

 
Disclosure of Other Registerable Interests 

2.10 Where a matter arises at a meeting which directly relates to the financial interest 
or wellbeing of one of your Other Registerable Interests (as set out in Table 2), you 
must disclose the interest. 

 
2.11 You may speak on the matter only if Councillors of the public are also allowed 

to speak at the meeting but otherwise must not take part in any discussion or 
vote on the matter unless you have been granted a dispensation. 

 
2.12 You must withdraw from the meeting in your capacity as a councillor but 

may remain in the room, unless you consider it appropriate to leave the 
room in accordance with the principles of conduct in public life. 



MPC Code of Conduct Appendix 2 Registers of Interests 

Last Updated 11 March 2024 
3 

 

2.13 If it is a ‘sensitive interest’, you do not have to disclose the nature of the interest. 
 

Disclosure of Non-Registerable Interests 
2.14 Where a matter arises at a meeting which directly relates to your financial 

interest or well-being and is not a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest set out in Table 1 
or a financial interest or well-being of a relative or close associate, you must 
disclose the interest. 

 
2.15 You may speak on the matter only if Councillors of the public are also allowed to 

speak at the meeting, but otherwise you must not take part in any discussion or 
vote on the matter unless you have been granted a dispensation. 

 

2.16 You must withdraw from the meeting in your capacity as a councillor but 
may remain in the room, unless you consider it appropriate to leave the 
room in accordance with the principles of conduct in public life. 

 
2.17 If it is a ‘sensitive interest’, you do not have to disclose the nature of the interest. 

 
2.18 Where a matter arises at a meeting which affects rather than directly relates to: 

 
2.18.1 your own financial interest or wellbeing and is not a disclosable pecuniary 

interest set out in Table 1; 
2.18.2 a financial interest or wellbeing of a relative or close associate; or 
2.18.3 a financial interest or wellbeing of a body included under Other 

Registrable Interests as set out in Table 2. 
 

you must disclose the interest. In order to determine whether you can remain in the 
meeting after disclosing your interest the following test should be applied. 

 

2.19 Where a matter (referred to in paragraph 6.18 above) affects the financial 
interest or well-being: 

 
2.19.1 to a greater extent than it affects the financial interests of the majority of 

inhabitants of the Division for which you have been elected otherwise of the 
authority’s administrative area affected by the decision, and; 

2.19.2 a reasonable Councillor of the public knowing all the facts would believe 
that it would affect your view of the wider public interest. 

 
You may speak on the matter only if Councillors of the public are also allowed to 
speak at the meeting, but otherwise you must not take part in any discussion or vote 
on the matter unless you have been granted a dispensation. You must withdraw 
from the meeting in your capacity as a councillor but may remain in the room, 
unless you consider it appropriate to leave the room in accordance with the 
principles of conduct in public life. 

 
If it is a ‘sensitive interest’, you do not have to disclose the nature of the interest. 

 
2.20 You may participate, vote and remain in the room if the matter does not affect 

the financial interest or wellbeing set out in the tests at Paragraphs 6.17.1 and 
6.17.2. The provisions of the Localism Act 2011, as summarised at Paragraph 
4.14, should 

be taken into account in any such assessment. 
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Table 1- Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
This table sets out the explanation of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests as set out 
in the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 
2012. 
 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1464/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1464/made
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Table 2 – Other Registerable Interests 
 

 
Councillorship of a City, Town, or Parish Council must be included on your register 
as an interest in accordance with c)i) above. This must be declared at any meeting 
which relates to it. 

 
However, other provisions relating to Other Registerable Interests at paragraph 6 
shall not apply, and you may participate fully and vote without a dispensation, and 
remain in the room, unless you consider it appropriate not to do so in the ci 

 


